CAPPADOCIA

THE PLACE WHERE NATURE,
HISTORY AND CULTURE
COME TOGETHER
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As a peninsula, its three sides surrounded by
seas, Turkey is located in the intersection point

of the Asian, European and African continents.
Therefore, it serves as an important bridge
between Asia and Europe. With Dardanelles

and Bosphorus straits, it possesses important
authority over sea routes. It also possesses control
over the seaway between the Black Sea and the
Mediterranean. There are 58 airports in Turkey.
Just like all the popular tourism regions in Turkey,
which are easily accessible from all around the
world, transportation to the Cappadocia region is
very simple. It is possible to come to Cappadocia
from all around the world, and it is just as possible
to find a ticket from the Cappadocia region to all
around the world.
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TRANSPORTATION IS PROVIDED TO ALL OF THE TOURISM DESTINATIONS

IN TURKEY WITH 58 AIRPORTS
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How can one go to Cappadocia AKDENIzZ

via airway?

The easiest way is to fly from Istanbul to
Cappadocia. Alongside flights between Istanbul-
Nevsehir, continuous direct flights from Izmir

and Antalya to Cappadocia are also available.
Cappadocia Airport is 30 km away from the city
center of Nevsehir. Since residential areas are very
close to each other in Nevsehir, you can easily reach
any region you wish to go with an approximately
20-minute trip.

Your second flight alternative is the Kayseri
Airport. Many airway companies have flights
to Kayseri Airport. Kayseri Airport is 80 km
away from the city center of Nevsehir. It is
possible to arrive in Cappadocia from Kayseri
in approximately 45 minutes. Many hotels in
the region also provide airway transportation
services to their clients.
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Distances from Some of the PRI
Centers of Interest Istanbul - Cappadocia, approximately 757 km

®  Ankara - Cappadocia, approximately 305 km

®  Kayseri - Cappadocia, approximately 70 km

®  izmir - Cappadocia, approximately 777 km

®  Antalya - Cappadocia, approximately 541 km
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1 ® Konya - Cappadocia, approximately 238 km
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®  Adiyaman - Cappadocia, approximately 525 km
®  Sanlurfa - Cappadocia, approximately 630 km
® Trabzon - Cappadocia, approximately 650 km
®  Agri - Cappadocia, approximately 1000 km.
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THE PLACE WHERE
NATURE AND

HISTORY COALESCE

“Cappadocia Region"
IS registered by

UNESCO
to the

World Heritage List

in 1985 due to its natural and
cultural features.







A WORLD-KNOWN
TRADEMARK iN
NATURE TOURISM

Due to its very special
natural and geological
formations, A L
Cappadocia Region /| #
is an unprecedented | il
wonder of nature!






CAPPADOCIA

ESTINATION OF

FAITH AND CULTURE

Cappadocia Region has continuously hosted
many civilizations from prehistoric ages to
the present day. As a result, the historical and
cultural heritage has given Cappadocia Region
prominence and has turned it into a differént
destination in faith and culture tourism.

Cappadocia Region, has hosted famous Islamic
scholars with the arrival of the Religion of
Islam to Anatolia. Turkish and Islamic Sufi Haci
Bektas-1 Veli had settled in the Hacibektas
town of Nevsehir in the 13th century. There

is a historical museum in the town which also
contains the Tomb of Haci Bektas-1 Veli.

Underground cities, which are unprecedented

on Earth, are perfect practices of engineering
and architecture. With ventilation systems, air
circulation tunnels, safety and security systems,
intriguing techniques used in entries and

exits, wells on the ground surface and garbage
collecting mechanisms, they amaze visitors even
today.




HISTORY OF CAPPADOCIA

60 Million Years Ago: This magnificent geography was

formed through the soft tuff formed by lava and ash which
were erupted from Erciyes, Hasan and Giillidag Mountains,
and through the wear of the rain and wind.

B.C. 7000: The first settlements were formed in
Cappadocia.

Written History: Begins with the Hittites (B.C. 1750-
1200). Remains of Hittites can be found in all mounds in
Cappadocia.

B.C. 13t - 8t Phrygians settled in the region.

B.C. 6" - 4': The period of the Persian Empire.
Cappadocia means “The Land of the Beautiful Horses" in
the Persian language. Committed to Zoroastrianism, the
Persians considered the volcanoes (Erciyes, Hasandagi) in
the region to be sacred. The Macedonian King Alexander
the Great ended the Persian Empire.

A.D. 3" Century: Christians came to the region to
spread their religious thoughts and to use Cappadocia for
its soft rock structure and countless shelters in order to
escape from Roman soldiers; these years are the era of
the Roman Empire, and afterwards the era of the Eastern
Roman (Byzantine) State.

A.D. 11-13th Century: The Seljuk Period begins in
Céppadocia after the War of Manzikert in 1071. Going
through many wars early on, the region finally reaches
trouble-free days in this period.

A.D. 14-19th Century: It's the period of the Ottoman |
Empire in the region.

October 29, 1923: With the establishment of the
Turkish Republic after the War of Independence, this
land of dreams remains today within the borders of the
Republic of Turkey.



HOW SHOULD

CAPPADOCIA
BE TOURED?

Cappadocia is toured by people of varied
interests, which are from many different cultures
and with many different expectations. Therefore,
it is not possible to form a common travel plan
for everyone. Because of this, trying to form a
standard list didn't seem reasonable to us. The
things we tell about in this book consist of places
where you might prefer to see depending on your
area of interests.

To break it down shortly;
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BALLOON
ACTIVITY

Balloon tours, which have been rapidly growing
in Cappadocia since 1989, gained new momentum
after the organization of the 1st World Air Games
in Cappadocia in 1997. Balloon companies, which
are increasing in numbers every year, are actively
competing with each other to present you an
unforgettable visual feast. You should know that
a Cappadocia trip would feel incomplete without
participating in a balloon tour.
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THERMAL

TOURIS

KOZAKLI WATER 1S
REJUVENATING

Emerginq to the surface after boiling inside a
crater, Kozakli thermal water differs from other
thermal waters due to the radon gas it contains. Even
after a day or two use, you start to feel the silky soft
texture and experience the miraculous change. One
of the significant thermal tourism centers, Nevsehir's
Kozakl town is rapidly growing as the number one
option for people who seek healing and who wish

to stay young and beautiful, due to the radon gas
inside the thermal waters which accelerates cell
renewal, causing an “elixir of youth” effect, unlike
many similar waters in Turkey. The mud baths in the
region are just as good sources of health as thermal
waters with radon gas. Because of this, the interest
of foreign tourists who wish to seek health and to
rejuvenate in Kozakli is rapidly increasing. Having

an accommodation and bed capacity more than the
town population itself, the bed capacity in Kozakli is
reaching towards 10 thousand. Facilities suiting every
pocket host approximately 1 million guests in one
year.









FAITH TOURISM
IN CAPPADOCIA

FROM ROCK-CARVED
CHURCHES TO THE TOMB
OF HACIBEKTAS VELI

Cappadocia is a region with different features in
terms of culture and faith tourism, due to having
hosted many civilizations in the past. Rock-carved
churches and chapels built during early Christianity,
madrasahs, tombs, caravanserais which belong

to the Seljuk Period and social complexes

called “kiilliye" built during the Ottoman Era all
demonstrate the diversity in faith tourism available
in Nevsehir. One of the most visited centers in

the region, the Tomb of Hacibektas Veli hosts
thousands of domestic and foreign visitors through
commemorative ceremonies organized every year
and various cultural and art activities. The rock-
carved churches and chapels built during the Seljuk
and Ottoman Periods is the best proof that different
religions used to live peacefully with each other.
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<~ THERE ARE MORE THAN
y ONE THOUSAND CHURCHES

IN CAPPADOCIA
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In Cappadocia, where human settlement goes back
as far as the Paleolithic era, the first Christians who
were tired of the Roman's Empire’s persecution

and oppression began to settle in the region’s soft
rocked and carve-able underground cities. These
underground cities, which were built during years
before the Christ, gave the people who sought
security and peace the opportunity to make
churches, monasteries and shelters, all of which they
shaped with labor and love. Some of the churches in
the region are; Tokali Church, EImal Church, El Nazar
Church, Aios Vasilios Church, Sinasos Church, Alakara
Church, Barbara Church, Yilanh Church, Karanlk
Church, Carikli Church, Ayvasil Church, Sakli Church,
Aios Nichole Monastery,

Important Saints Who Were Brought
Up in Cappadocia and Left a Mark On
the History of Christianity

Saint Choch
Saint Basil
Saint Gregorios
Saint Nino
Saint Yuannis
Saint Arseni
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UNDERGROUND |
CITIES
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Cappadocia's underground cities were built by . L'
carving rocks by people to protect themselves and L 0
were used against attacks. Among the confirmed
underground cities up until today, which are nearing
three hundred, the largest ones are Derinkuyu and
Kaymakl Underground Cities. Only ten percent of
these underground cities are tour-able and they
have the capacity to shelter thirty thousand people.
These underground cities do not belong to a single
civilization and were developed to their current
state by all civilizations who lived in Cappadocia. '
Even though they couldn't find the necessary i o v g
archaeological data in the underground cities, et
researchers believe that there were once life here

that dates back before history. <
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DREAM HOTELS OF THE
LAND OF THE FAIRIES

The rock-carved places, which were once used

by people in the region as rock rooms to live inside
and also as rock places which they heavily used for
their animals thousands of years ago, now serve as
“cave hotel” concepts in the region, after having
been transformed into luxurious rooms decorated
with antique elements. Authentic decors, rooms
and bathrooms where stone and marble are in
harmony, wines pouring from decorative faucets,
open pools decorated with amphorae and with floors
furnished with chinaware and mosaics, royal suites,
suite rooms, honeymoon rooms, medieval rooms,
splendidly embroidered woodworks, invaluable
antique decors, the long and the short of it, these
fabulous Cave Hotel style dwellings, which bring
hundreds of years of past to the present, are the
most prestigious accommodations of the region.



SPECIAL ROOMS
FOR HONEYMOON

Honeymoon rooms inside cave hotels

are waiting to host newly-wed couples with
unforgettable fine details and with full of
surprises. A nice dinner table decorated with
roses, romantic violin tunes, and Cappadocia’s
unparalleled scenery are just one of these special
moments.

.

You can travel through time thanks to the cave
rooms inside luxurious Cappadocia hotels. You
will feel like a king or queen from hundreds of

years aqgo inside stone rooms which resemble
caves.
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